
 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE             FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

RUNNERS FOR AGA KHAN FOUNDATION IN TCS NEW YORK MARATHON  
RACE FOR CHARITY TO BUILD A BETTER FUTURE 

 
WASHINGTON, DC, NOVEMBER 2, 2015.  On November 1, 2015, five runners in the TCS New York 
Marathon ran to help break the cycle of poverty, raising more than $43,500 for the Aga Khan Foundation (AKF), 
a partner charity in the race. The nonprofit Foundation’s programs help communities in Asia and Africa improve 
their quality of life. All five members of the AKF Run Team showed their passion for supporting solutions that 
build meaningful change. The team’s members represented life experience ranging from Chicago to India. Along 
with their fundraising success, they demonstrated the Foundation’s values of inclusivity and connection, and the 
idea that we are stronger together. 
 
The Foundation was honored by the dedication of these runners to break the cycle of poverty, improve the quality 
of life for all, and create a better future. The AKF team runners are: 

• Badruddin “Brad” Jiwani: Brad, who lives in Aurora, IL, ran his first marathon in 2007 and has run six 
marathons in the Chicago area. He runs for the Aga Khan Foundation to make a difference in the lives of 
people in Africa and Asia. The 2015 TCS New York Marathon was his way of combining a passion for 
running with a cause he believes in. 

• Adil Lakhani: Adil and his wife are newlyweds from Chicago, IL who wanted to commemorate their first 
anniversary with something meaningful for them both. They decided to celebrate in New York with Adil 
running with the AKF Run Team, a way to show his gratitude and give back. 

• Azhar Bande-Ali: Azhar grew up in India, now living in Decatur, GA where he knew the Aga Khan 
Foundation through its health and education services. Azhar ran the 2015 TCS New York Marathon as a 
way to show his gratitude to the Foundation for its work. Through his outreach and fundraising efforts, he 
shared the work of the Foundation with friends and family. 

• Meegan Napholz: Meegan, a mother of three from New Jersey, has been a runner since she was a 
teenager. At her first marathon in Boston she learned of the Aga Khan Foundation’s work supporting 
early childhood development in East Africa. Inspired to give back, she applied to join the AKF Run 
Team. Meegan ran the New York race so that young children may flourish in life. 

• Shannon Rowley: When Meegan first told her sister Shannon about the Aga Khan Foundation, Shannon 
jumped at the opportunity. Shannon, also from New Jersey is inspired by the way the Foundation invests 
in people to break the cycle of poverty. She ran the 2015 TCS New York Marathon with the AKF Run 
Team to bring change to communities in Asia and Africa. 
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http://www.tcsnycmarathon.org/run-for-charity
https://www.crowdrise.com/AgaKhanNYC2015/fundraiser/badruddinbradjiwani
https://www.crowdrise.com/AgaKhanNYC2015/fundraiser/adillakhani
https://www.crowdrise.com/AgaKhanNYC2015/fundraiser/azharbandeali
https://www.crowdrise.com/AgaKhanNYC2015/fundraiser/meegannapholz
https://www.crowdrise.com/AgaKhanNYC2015/fundraiser/shannonrowley


 
 
 
 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation cultivates deep partnerships with local businesses, nonprofits, governments and community 
leaders to harness the best from people of all walks of life. Working with our partners, the Foundation makes 
long-term commitments to innovative programs that improve the quality of life, from early childhood education to 
green space preservation. Visit the blog to learn more, at www.akfusa.org.  
 
The Aga Khan Foundation (AKF) is a private, not-for-profit international development organization committed to 
breaking the cycle of poverty in some of the poorest regions of the world. The Foundation helps communities 
around the world to build better futures by creating institutions like hospitals, making long-term investments to 
the most innovative programs, and cultivating strong local leadership. AKF is a non-profit, tax-exempt 
organization under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 
 
AKF is a member of the Aga Khan Development Network (www.akdn.org), one of the world’s leading poverty 
solutions networks, established by His Highness the Aga Khan. The Network empowers communities and 
individuals, often in disadvantaged circumstances, improve living conditions and grow opportunities. The 
Network’s agencies work for the common good of all citizens, regardless of their gender, origin or religion. Its 
underlying impulse is the ethic of compassion for the vulnerable in society. 
 
 
For further information, please contact: 

 Ms. Martha Sipple,  
 Communications & Public Affairs Manager 
 Aga Khan Foundation USA  
 phone: 202-293-2537   cell: 202-203-0838    

email: Martha.Sipple@akdn.org 
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